
ESTABLISHMENT OF THE JUVENILE JUSTICE 
AND WELFARE COUNCIL

Juvenile Justice and Welfare Council

JJWC is a policy-making, coordinating and monitoring body tasked with the 
implementation of the Juvenile Justice and Welfare Act, as amended, through its 

member and coordinating agencies.

Congresswoman Kate Gordon filed such through HB 7482 entitled as “An Act 
Establishing a Comprehensive Juvenile Justice System and Appropriating Funds 
Therefore”. It was endorsed by 23 members but remained at the committee level.

In response to the concluding observations of the Committee, the creation of 
a Comprehensive Juvenile Justice System formed part of the Council for the 
Welfare of Children’s (CWC) priority legislative agenda for children.

At the onset of the 13th Congress (July 2004), 10 bills authored by 35 
Representatives were filed. At the Senate, the seven bills filed were consolidated 
and endorsed by three committees. After two months of plenary discussions, 
the bill was approved and passed on December 6, 2005. Principal authors 
were Senator Francis N. Pangilinan for the Senate and Congressman Simeon 
Datumanong for the House of Representatives

Both Houses of Congress unanimously ratified the Juvenile Justice and Welfare 
Act of 2006 on March 22, 2006. President Gloria Macapagal- Arroyo signed it into 
law last April 28, 2006 while the ceremonial signing followed on May 16, 2006. 
The law took effect May 20, 2006.

President Benigno Simeon Aquino III issued Presidential Proclamation No. 
489 declaring the fourth week of October as the Juvenile Justice and Welfare 
Consciousness Week. This served as the awareness- raising platform of the 
Council to institutionalize the observance of the JJ week during the annual 
celebration of the National Children’s Month in the country.

In October 2013, President Benigno Aquino, III signed Republic Act 10630: An Act 
Strengthening the Juvenile Justice System in the Philippines, Amending for the 
Purpose Republic Act 9344 otherwise known as the ‘Juvenile Justice and Welfare 
Act of 2006’. RA 10630 sought to address issues and concerns to enable the full 
implementation of RA 9344.

The Comprehensive Juvenile Justice System (CJJS) bill was drafted – a result of 
the collaboration between the government, nongovernment, civil society and 
child advocates. Realizing the need to focus on a more aggressive advocacy to 
push for the passage of the CJJS bill, the Juvenile Justice Network-Philippines or 
JJ Network was organized. The JJN is instrumental in lobbying for the passage of 
the law. 1998-2004 — During the 11th and 12th Congresses, 12 CJJS bills were 
filed at the House of Representatives but were overtaken by other issues and 
concerns.
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